Yearlong Youth Ministry
Teaching Plan Template

This template is designed to help you plan a full year of youth group lessons. As with any template, you’ll probably find that making tweaks here and there to the prompts helps you fine tune it to your ministry’s needs. But in it, we want to help you think about what matters most in your ministry over the next year, what you want to cover, and how you want to cover it.

It’s work—worthwhile work for many of us in youth ministry. But if you think you’d find a strong youth ministry curriculum helpful, check out G Shades at youthministrycurriculum.com. 


Ministry Vision
Most ministries have a vision statement of some kind. Yours might align with your church’s overall statement, or you might have your own. We want to start there. Write out yours in the space below!










What Matters Most This Year?
This may feel like an overwhelming question at first. Don’t sweat it. Let’s break it down into pieces.

When I step back and prayerfully consider where my students are at spiritually, here’s one big thing I’m encouraged by, and/or one big thing I’m discouraged by:





Senior leadership above me has identified this as a priority for our church and/or youth ministry in this next season:








When I talk with God about what comes next for my students in their spiritual growth, the thing He’s put on my heart is:








So when I consider all of those factors, it seems like the thing that matters most in the next year is:









Teaching Blocks
Now that we know what matters most, we can start to strategize how our teaching content can get them there. Rather than figuring things out week-to-week, let’s decide ahead of time to lessons together in sermon series, either topical or Bible book study.

Example Series Ideas
Here are some examples below, and since G Shades offers sermon series on these topics and more, we’re linking them in case they’re helpful!

	Identity in Christ
	Dating
	Anxiety

	Shame
	Spiritual Growth
	Prayer

	Study of James
	Study of Jonah
	Study of Daniel



These are just 9 example topics. It might make sense for you to brainstorm something like 12 sermon series ideas to start—planning for each one on average to cover about a month. Try it below!

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


 

Series Teaching Methods
G Shades specializes in sermons (video messages included) and discussion questions, so that’s primarily (although not exclusively) the teaching format you’ll find our stuff in. But you might want to utilize lots of different teaching methods in your youth group—which is cool! So this is the part where you and God talk about each series idea and consider whether that would deliver best as sermons, interactive lessons, a Bible study, a video series with discussion afterward, etc. You may even decide to utilize more than one teaching method per series sometimes! You’ll find a template for that on the next page. We’ve provided an example.



Series Teaching Methods Template
	Series Topic
	Potential Title
	Teaching Method(s)

	Apologetics
	Resonant
	Video, Discussion

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




Flex Weeks
Most churches don’t run normal programming 52 weeks/year without disruption. There’s special weeks like Easter or Christmas, and then there’s also weather closures or special popup events that get planned and prioritized last minute. Additionally, you may as well admit ahead of time that, at some point this year, the Holy Spirit may bring a topic or lesson idea to your heart that doesn’t fit neatly into your plan, but absolutely needs to be delivered to your students. 

Let’s just plan for all of that by mapping out some flex weeks ahead of time. If a cancellation happens, your content will just push back into these weeks. If everything runs totally normally, these function as extra weeks to take a break from your normal rhythm and do something fun or different!

So how many flex weeks do you think you’ll need for Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer?

Fall: 
Winter: 
Spring: 
Summer: 

Teaching Calendar
Everybody’s got a different philosophy on when you “should” teach on certain topics in youth ministry. Natural life rhythms like Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, and Back-to-School are great examples to factor in. 

The most important thing, though, is that the way you order your teaching content feels like it leads students toward what you and God have decided matters most this year! Use the template below to map out your year. Remember to include your flex weeks! We’ve provided an example in the first row.

	Month(s)
	Series Topic (Length)
	Teaching Method(s)

	September
	Stress
	Sermon, Discussion

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




Every quarter or so, consider asking what’s working and what adjustments may need to be made. But also keep in mind that steady investment over time is what works best in youth ministry. So stay the course, listen for the Holy Spirit, and know that we’re praying for you as you lead your youth group!
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